21st Sunday After Pentecost

Byzantine Catholic Outreach of lowa

1506 Isett Ave. Muscatine, IA 52761

Email: iowaoutreach@parma.org Web site: byzantineiowa.org
Ph: 440-227-5037 (Father’s Cell) Facebook: Byzantine Catholic Outreach of lowa
Administrator: Rev. Bruce Riebe Cantor: Adam Kemner

Service Schedule

Saturday-Vespers 5PM Confession: Sunday 10:30 and by appointment.
Sunday-Matins 9AM Feastdays-Vesperal Divine Liturgy 6PM on Eve of
Divine Liturgy 11AM Feast.




Weekly Offering- October 6, 2024

Sunday: $0.00 Cash: $0
e-Giving: $309.30 Total: $0.00

Average Monthly Expenditures: $2767.32
Total this Month: $309.30 Diff: $-2458.02

Services This Week

Wednesday, October 16

Vespers. 5PM. (Readers)

Saturday, October 19

Vespers. 5PM

Sunday, October 20. 22"¢ Sunday After Pentecost. Matins 9AM Confession: 10:30AM

Divine Liturgy. 11 AM.

Tone 4. Matins Gospel 10
SundayAntiphons

Troparion of the Resurrection Tone 4 (pg. 141)
Troparion of the Fathers, Tone 8 (pg 263)

Prokeimenon of the Fathers (pg.264)
Epistle: Galatians 2:16-20 or Hebrews 13:7-16

Alleluia of the Fathers Tone 1 (pg 264)
Gospel: Luke 8-5-15 orJn 17:1-13

Communion Hymn, of Sunday and the Fathers

Glory. Now and ever. Kontakion of the Fathers,

October 13, 2024
TWENTY FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Fathers of the Seventh Ecumencial Council.

Tone6(pg.263)

Eastern Catholic Formation (ECF) classes start next week at 1:00.

This is for grades K-8.

Many thanks to Lynsey Kemner, Seraphima Kemner and Jacq Grismer

For volunteering as catechists.

Sessions will be held every first and third Sunday thru the month of May.




From the Desk of Father Bruce

Glory to Jesus Christ!

As we continue during "Respect Life Month," | would be remis if | didn't ask you to
remember those suffering hardship due to the recent hurricanes in the south. Many
people's "way of life" has been impacted. Especially as we pray for "seasonable weather"
during the liturgy, let us call to mind those who have experienced loss of life, limb or
property due to the storms.

Loss of life continues in the war-torn areas of Ukraine, the Middle East and Africa. Again,
as we pray for "peace in the whole world" during the first litany, let us call to mind the
people living in those regions.

| leave you with this prayer for the week:

"Your saints teach us how to live when life gets difficult.
They teach us to endure all types of hardships.

We all have to grapple with troubled times in our lives.
During those moments of darkness and difficulty,

remind us to draw strength from the lives of Your saints."

God Be With You!

The Sunday after the eleventh of October, we commemorate the Holy Fathers of the Holy and
Ecumenical Seventh Synod.

The Seventh Ecumenical Synod was held in Nicaea of Bithynia from 24 September until 13 October
787, at the initiative of Empress Irene, who was acting as regent. Under the presidency of the
Patriarch of Constantinople Saint Tarasios (Feb. 25), three hundred and fifty Orthodox bishops
gathered, and to them were added seventeen other hierarchs who denounced the heresy of the
iconoclasts.

Besides the representatives of the Pope of Rome and the Patriarchates of Antioch and Jerusalem,
the monks who suffered terrible persecution during the reign of the iconoclast Emperor Leo lll the
Isaurion (717 -741) and Constantine V Kopronymos (741 -755) were a strong presence; there were
about a hundred and thirty-six.

After careful preparation, the Fathers of the Synod anathematized the heretics, who for more than
fifty years forbade Orthodox Christians to honor the venerable icons of Christ and His saints




because it was presumed to be idolatry. So they put an end to the first period of iconoclasm, but
it erupted again a few years later under Leo V the Armenian (813 - 820) and it finally ended in 843,
thanks to Empress Theodora and the Holy Patriarch Methodios (June 14). The Holy Fathers
anathematized the heretical patriarchs Anastasios, Constantine and Niketas, denouncing the
alleged ecumenical synod convened in the palace of Hieria at the initiative of Constantine V in
754, and they proclaimed eternal memory to the holy defenders of Orthodoxy: Holy Patriarch
Germanos (715 -730; May 12), Saint John of Damascus (Dec. 4), George of Cyprus, and all those
who suffered torture and exile as defenders of the holy icons. In the Oros of the faith that was read
at the seventh and last session of the Synod, the Fathers proclaimed:

"We decree with full precision and care that, like the figure of the honored and life-giving cross,
the revered and holy images, whether painted or made of mosaic or of other suitable material, are
to be exposed in the holy churches of God, on sacred instruments and vestments, on walls and
panels, in houses and by public ways, these are the images of our Lord, God and Savior, Jesus
Christ, and of our Lady who is without blemish, the holy Theotokos, and of the revered angels and
of any of the saintly holy men.

The more frequently they are seen in representational art, the more those who see them are drawn
to remember and long for those who serve as models, and to pay these images the tribute of
salutation and respectful veneration. Certainly this is not the full worship in accordance with our
faith, which is properly paid only to the divine nature, but it resembles that given to the figure of
the honored and life-giving cross, and also to the holy books of the gospels and to other sacred
objects. Further, people are drawn to honor these images with the offering of incense and lights,
as was piously established by ancient custom. Indeed, the honor paid to an image traverses it,
reaching the model, and he who venerates the image, venerates the person represented in that
image.

So it is that the teaching of our holy Fathers is strengthened, namely, the tradition of the Catholic
Church which has received the gospel from one end of the earth to the other."

The Holy Fathers proved not only to be defenders of the holy icons but, essentially, of the mystery
of the Incarnation of the Son of God: "Of old, God the incorporeal and uncircumscribed was never
depicted. Now, however, when God is seen clothed in flesh, and conversing with men, | make an
image of the God whom | see. | do not worship matter, | worship the God of matter, Who became
matter for my sake, and deigned to inhabit matter, Who worked out my salvation through matter.
| will not cease from honoring that matter which works my salvation" (St. John of Damascus).
Having received human nature, the Word of God deified it without it losing its properties. For this
reason, while His glory is incomprehensible to our senses, the human nature of the Savior may be
depicted. The image of Christ - the accuracy of which is kept by the tradition of the Church -thus
becomes the true presence of the prototype of the God-man, a means of grace and sanctification
for all the faithful who confer to it honorary veneration.




